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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH, 2021 
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT, YEAR B 

Our Vision: Messiah seeks to grow as a congregation of the ELCA called by Christ, gathered by the 
gospel, and sent by the Holy Spirit into our communities to share and celebrate God's compassion 

and love. 

 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
 

*GATHERING HYMN                  

“God Loved the World”                                                                                    ELW #323 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                      
“Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said”           ELW #667 

 

 
*SENDING HYMN:                                                                          ELW #606 
“Our Father, We Have Wandered” 

                  

 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS  

                  
  Sunday (02/28)         10:30am                    Worship—online only 
                                            
                     
                    Thursday (03/04)           9:00am-11am          Food Pantry 
   
     
                     Sunday (03/07)        10:30am           Worship—online only 
                                                              
 
                      
         
                  
                

We welcome all friends and visitors in the name of Jesus Christ.  
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We pray for God’s comfort, strength and healing 
in the lives of the following people: Employees and 
Owner of Dark Horse Cargo, Lisa, Rayne Kline, 
Sherrill, Ann Arnold, Gayle Kern, Stephanie                   
Hambright, Donnie Carlson, Matthew Thormeyer, 
Murph, Misha Gottesman, Don Mercer, Tara, Marge 
Baima, Steve, Janis Jones, Carol Deller, Vicki 
DeMeyer, Avery Smith, Matthew Carlson and his 
family, and the friends and family of Jean Hart, and 
Joe Taylor. Receive our prayer, good Lord. 

Contact the Pastor  
 

In case of emergency, you may reach Pr. Chris Laughlin at the following:  
 

Cell: (989) 225-9443 

Council Minutes January/February 2021 
Email Messages to Conduct Business 

An Email vote was taken on the following 
motions:   

 
 A.  On January 14, 2011 motion to suspend           
in-person worship through February 28, 2021 and                
in-person Council meetings for February 2021.                
Motion was approved unanimously electronically.   
 
 B.  On January 14, 2021 motion to move the 
Annual Congregational meeting to Sunday,  March 
14, 2021 and post in newsletters and announcements. 
Motion approved unanimously electronically.   
 
 C.   On January 21, 2021 motion to hold an 
American Red Cross blood drive at Messiah  on                 
Friday, March 12, 2021. Motion approved                          
electronically.   
 
 D.  On February 17, 2021 a “Drive through” 
will be held between 4-5 pm in the Messiah  parking 
lot for application of ashes in addition to the live 
stream Ash Wednesday service at 6 pm.    
 
 E.   Fawn River Mechanical addressed repairs 
on the heating system, including replacing  a pump. 
 
Respectfully submitted:  Sally Stuby, Secretary 

Soup Kitchen 
All service will be curb-side, and volunteers will 

bring the food out to people who wish to eat.               
Mondays from 4:30pm-6:00pm.  

Greg Bojanich   2/29 

Kristy Ambrosen               03/01 

Joshua Smith    03/03 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
Our annual congregational meeting will be on                  

14 March after worship.  

~ Happy Anniversary!  

N/A  

Electronic giving 
When you give electronically, Tithe.ly assesses the 
following fees: 2.9% + 0.30 per transaction for a 
Visa or MasterCard, 1% + 30¢ for a direct bank 
withdrawal, and 3.5% + 30¢ for American Express. 
There is an option to “cover fees” when you give, 
but it will increase what is charged to you. For                
example, if you give $150 to Messiah on a Visa, 
Messiah will receive 145.35. If you check the “cover 
fees” box, you will be charged $153.94 and Messiah 
will receive $150.00. You can enter your member 
number, but the computer keeps very accurate                
records of your online donations. Also, the “I’d like 
to receive the latest news and stories from the 
ELCA” box is automatically checked; I uncheck it 
each time, so I have no idea what it means or does. 

Worship News 
There will be no in-person worship inside the               

sanctuary at Messiah Lutheran Church through Sun-
day, 28 February.  

Sunday’s Reader Of The Week 
Katie Papke 

Holy Week 
The Constantine Church Association will host              
worship at noon and 6pm on Maundy Thursday (01 
April) and Good Friday (02 April), as well as an 
Easter Sunrise service at 7am. Locations TBD.  

Pastor News 
“My June class has been moved to May! I will be 
instructing 10-21 May. The class will again be               
virtual, so I will not miss worship on the Sundays 
around my class, but I will be unavailable during 
those weeks. – Pastor Chris” 
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March 12: Blood Drive 
 
March 14: Annual Congregational Meeting  
 
March 17: St. Patrick’s Day 

Dear Members of Messiah Lutheran Church,  
 In November, I wrote “we might be in for a rough winter.”  
 In many ways, it was a rough winter.  
 But I’ve also written and preached that there’s a Light that shines in every darkness.  
 And it’s true.  
 First, naturally, each day now has more light than the previous day—and we’ve seen 
more of the sun this February than I expected.  
 There’s also the light the vaccines—more being distributed and administered each 
day—and the dropping of cases locally, in our state, and around the country.  
 It’s not all rainbows and butterflies, but it’s definitely getting better.  
 We won’t return to normal, with singing and eating together, tomorrow. I still think a 
slow, measured approach to  
 But I am optimistic that, this time, we won’t have to see-saw; in other words, once we 
return to in-person worship, I do not expect to suspend it again. No promises, obviously, as I 
don’t have a crystal ball, but the way things are looking right now, that’s my expectation.   
 11 months ago, I said that this wouldn’t last forever; I said that because nothing except 
God’s reign and God’s love for us does.  
 And the Light that shines in every darkness grows brighter.  
 Yes, the sun matters. Yes, the medicine matters. Yes, the declining numbers matter.  
 But our faith is in the Light of the world, which no darkness can overcome.  
SDG,  
Pr. Chris  

American Red Cross blood drive 
On Friday, 12 March, Messiah Lutheran Church will 

host an American Red Cross blood drive. Please                
contact Deb Hart for more information.  

Financial Statements  
Due to the record-keeping issues of mid-2020 caused 
by the coronavirus, your financial statements may 
not go out by 31 January. When you do receive it, 
please double-check your records, and if you have 
any questions, please contact Theresa Chrisman at               
(269) 435-7718. 

Synod Assembly  
This year’s synod assembly will be Saturday, 15 May 
2021. It will be “virtual” – entirely online; just one 
day long, it will focus only on business. If you are                 
interested in being a voting member at synod                           
assembly, please let Mindy, Pastor, or Glen Carlson 
know. If you are interested and need technology help, 
let Pastor Chris know.  

From The Desk Of Pastor Chris:  
As I write this announcement, I’m almost done the 
online portion of ILE (the Army class I mentioned 
several months ago). There will be other, in-person 
portions after this one, but I’ve  nearly completed 
this one. Once I’m done, I’ll resume my phone call 
check-ins.  

COVID-19 Vaccine Help 
If you would like help signing up for the COVID-19 
vaccine through the Branch-Hillsdale-St. Joseph 
County Health Department, please let Pastor Chris 
know. Their website links “go live” at 9am on                 
Mondays, so I’m happy to help get appointments then. 


