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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

SUNDAY, JANUARY 24TH, 2021 
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

Our Vision: Messiah seeks to grow as a congregation of the ELCA called by Christ, gathered by the 
gospel, and sent by the Holy Spirit into our communities to share and celebrate God's compassion 

and love. 

 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
 

*GATHERING HYMN                  

“Will You Come and Follow Me”                                                                  ELW #798 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY                      
“Jesus Calls Us: o’er the Tumult”           ELW #696 

 

 
*SENDING HYMN:                                                                          ELW #720 
“We are Called” 

                  

 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS  

                  
  Sunday (01/24)         10:30am                    Worship—online only 
                                            
 
                     Thursday (01/28)           9:00am-11am          Food Pantry 
   
     
                     Sunday (01/31)        10:30am           Worship—online only 
                                                              
 
                      
         
                  
                

We welcome all friends and visitors in the name of Jesus Christ.  
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We pray for God’s comfort, strength and healing 
in the lives of the following people: Randy Glessner, 
Gayle Kern, Nathaniel Scott, Stephanie Hambright, 
Donnie Carlson, Matthew Thormeyer, Murph, Misha 
Gottesman, Don Mercer, Tara, Arlene, Jeannie, 
Marge Baima, Steve, Janis Jones, Carol Deller, Vicki 
DeMeyer, Avery Smith, Matthew Carlson and his 
family.  
Receive our prayer, good Lord. 

Contact the Pastor  
 

In case of emergency, you may reach Pr. Chris Laughlin at the following:  
 

Cell: (989) 225-9443 

Council Capsule December-Jan. 2020/21 
• Revenues for the month ending 11/31/20 were 

$12,299.82 with expenses of $9,026.79 and a net 
of $3,273.03.  Revenues for the year are 
$124,130.81 and expenses for the year are 
$109,975.28 with a net for the year of $14,155.53.   

• Council voted to suspend in-person worship 
service through January 31, 2021 due to             
Covid-19.  On-line service will be available.  

• The date of the Annual Congregational Meeting is 
now scheduled for Sunday, February 14, 2021.  

• All committee and organizational reports are still 
due in church office by January 10, 2021. 

• There will be 3 open Council positions due to 
term limits at the Annual Congregation Meeting:  
Vice President, Secretary, and Resource                             
Management.  Also, 4 positions are up for                    
re-election.  Please consider where you might 
serve.  

• Council approved a bid of $3564.24 from Kazoo 
Audio for a new integrated audio system for the 
church sanctuary.  Funds are to be taken from the 
Memorial Fund.   

• Council approved a bid of $3090.92 from                   
Masterpiece Metal Roofing to repair roof.  Funds 
will be taken from Repair and Maintenance line of 
budget. 

• The next Council meeting will be after the Annual 
Meeting on Sunday, February 14, 2021. 

Soup Kitchen 
 

All service will be curb-side, and volunteers will 
bring the food out to people who wish to eat.               

Mondays from 4:30pm-6:00pm.  

Sue Outman                      01/26 

Helen Rosario  01/30 

Annual Congregational Meeting 
 

Our annual congregational meeting will be on                  
14 March after worship.  

Hymnals 
 

In an attempt to use less paper in our weekly                
mailings, we are willing to issue out hymnals                    
instead of including the hymns each week. If you are 
interested, please let Mindy or Pastor Chris and we 
will figure out how to get you a hymnal.  

~ Happy Anniversary!  

N/A  

Thank you 
 

The tree is down! Thank you!  

Worship News 
 

I have not been clear in my previous                                
communications; I am sorry. I will be clear now:      

There will be no in-person worship inside the               
sanctuary at Messiah Lutheran Church through at 

least Sunday, 28 February.  

Reminder 
 

Just a reminder we will need all Congregational             
Reports turned in as soon as possible. Please and 

thank you. 
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Dear Members of Messiah Lutheran Church,  
I believe that there is on earth a holy little flock and community of pure saints  

under one head, Christ. ... It possesses a variety of gifts, and yet is united in love …. Of 
this community I also am a part and member, a participant and co-partner in all the 
blessings it possesses. I was brought into it by the Holy Spirit and incorporated into it 
through the fact that I have heard and still hear God’s Word, which is the beginning 
point for entering it. … The Holy Spirit will remain with the holy community or              
Christian people until the Last Day. Through it he gathers us, using it to teach and 
preach the Word. By it he creates and increases holiness, causing it daily to grow and 
become strong in the faith and in its fruits, which the Spirit produces.  

Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the Creed.  
It’s been a rough year, hasn’t it?  

 As the bishop said “I used to know of people who have COVID-19; now I know people 
who have COVID-19. I don’t know to be a person who has COVID-19.” 
 Whereas it was “over there” back in March, now, it’s here.  
 So, council voted electronically on Monday, and the vote was unanimous – we’re              
moving worship to online only for at least the next three weeks.  
 I know that some of you will be very disappointed or upset. I’ve received your                       
admonitions, many of which were variations of “we should return to normal!”  
 Still, I believe that we are acting in the best interest of the congregation.  
 At our meeting on 8 November, council voted to get quotes on updating the sound              
system so that the music sounds better. The “Geek Squad” representative will be on Tuesday, 
November 24th. In the meantime, I’m going to try one or two more things to try to improve 
sound quality.  
 I will again expand the mailing list to include those people who do not have internet              
access. If you would like to take home a hymnal until the pandemic is over, you are certainly 
welcome.  
     Back in March, we said that this won’t last forever; I still think that’s accurate, and while 
Easter was messed up, and Christmas might be as well, I live in hope that we’ll return to 
something much more like              normal some time next year.  
     We might be in for a rough winter. But regardless of what else happens, I still believe that 
Jesus Christ is the light that shines in the darkness. I still trust in Christ’s promise to be with us 
always, even to the end of the age. I still believe that the Church, as Luther understood it, is 
not the building but is formed by the Holy Spirit in knowing God’s Word, which we will                        
continue to do.  
 
SDG,  
Pr. Chris  


