
Resurrection will come  

But not yet  

 

Jesus receives word that his friend is dying – “he whom you love is 

ill.” Jesus says that Lazarus will give glory to God, which is exactly 

what he said about the man born blind. Then Jesus stays in place where 

he was, with his disciples, two extra days.  

When Jesus finally says, alright, let’s get going, most of the 

disciples say “ummmm, Lord, perhaps that’s not a great idea. The 

people where Lazarus live want to kill you.” Jesus essentially replies, 

“Lazarus is dead, and we have work to do. Let’s go.”  

 

Resurrection will come  

But not yet  

 

Two notes:  

 

First: it’s Thomas – you know, the one we call “doubting Thomas,” 

who says to the other disciples “where Jesus goes, we go. If that means 

we’re heading into our deaths, so be it.” Thomas is the brave one in the 

crowd.  

Second: while Jesus doesn’t start on his journey right away, he only 

waits two days. By the time Jesus and his disciples arrive, Lazarus has 

been dead four days. Even if Jesus had set out right away, he would not 

have arrived in time to prevent Lazarus from dying.  



 

Resurrection will come  

But not yet  

 

What follows is recommended as a reading for funerals. Jesus 

speaks to both Mary and Maratha, and they both say, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.” How do you hear those 

words? Are they a challenge, as though to say “Lord, you weren’t here! 

Why weren’t you here! My brother died because you weren’t here!” Or 

do you hear those words as a confession of faith, “Lord, I believe that 

you could have saved him from dead, and I’m sad that you weren’t 

here.” Perhaps, in their grief, the sisters were saying both things at the 

same time – we believe in you, Lord, but wonder why you weren’t 

here.”  

 

Nothing has changed. Why does God allow COVID-19? Why did 

God allow my loved one to die? Why does God wait around while I lose 

my job, or my relationship with my spouse crumbles, or I watch my 

retirement investments tank?  

And into our mess of a world, into our messy lives, we hear Jesus’ 

words, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, 

even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in 

me will never die.”  

 



Resurrection will come  

But not yet  

 

As I mentioned last week, I’m not sure that Jesus does Lazarus any 

favors. He raises Lazarus from the dead, but almost immediately 

thereafter we learn that now the religious leaders are out to get Lazarus, 

because he has become a sign of who Jesus is.  

On top of that, even if Lazarus survives the ire of the religious 

leaders, he will still have to die again. Most people only have to die 

once. Lazarus will die twice.  

 

But Lazarus will also be raised twice.  

But for that second resurrection, he will have to wait.  

 

As I read this text, we’re Mary and Martha, waiting on Jesus to end 

our pain and grief and restore the world we knew.  

But it doesn’t work that way. Jesus doesn’t restore the world we 

knew – Jesus restores us, and we pray “your kingdom come.” Jesus 

restores us, and we forgive, we live anew. Because resurrection is just 

about breathing and not breathing. Resurrection is about resurrected 

relationships, resurrection is about not fearing the world, and 

resurrection is about not fearing death, because now we believe that 

there is life beyond death.  



And that waiting can be hard, and it’s often painful, and it’s usually 

frustrating. Four days is a long time when we’re talking about the death 

of a loved one. And would it matter if it were four days, or four weeks, 

or four months?  

As I hear this story, we’re Lazarus in the tomb, waiting to be raised 

to new life. I don’t know what it’s like to wait, being dead, but since 

I’ve never been physically dead, I can tell you that four days is a long 

time to be stuck in my house. Four weeks – or four months – might feel 

like an eternity.  

 

But today we hear Jesus’ promise.  

 

Resurrection will come.  

You just have to wait.  

 

Waiting is hard. But we wait in hope, knowing that Jesus will not 

leave to ourselves or our own devices. Resurrection will come. 

Loneliness and isolation will end. All mourning, and crying, and tears 

will cease. Even death itself will be no more.  

The world we knew may be gone. But Jesus will bring about a new 

us, and a new world, and it will be different than the one we knew. And 

we trust that God will do this in his own time.  

 

Resurrection will come.  

Thanks be to God.  


