
 

 4 

 

 1 

MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 9TH, 2020 
THE TENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST  

Our Vision: Messiah seeks to grow as a congregation of the ELCA called by Christ, gathered by the 
gospel, and sent by the Holy Spirit into our communities to share and celebrate God's compassion 

and love. 

 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
 

*GATHERING HYMN                  

“My Faith Looks up to Thee”                                                             ELW #759                                                                                                                              
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY:                      
“Eternal Father, Strong to Save”           ELW #756 

 
 

*SENDING HYMN:                                                                           ELW #763 
“My Life Flows on in Endless Song”                  
  

 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS  

                  
  Sunday (08/09)   9:30am  Worship                       
                                                                  
   
  Thursday (08/13)   9:00am-11am         Food Pantry 
        
                   
  Sunday (08/16)  9:30am  Worship  
                                                              
 
                      
         
                  
                
                
             

We welcome all friends and visitors in the name of Jesus Christ. Each Sunday we celebrate Holy  
Communion. We believe that Christ is truly present in the sacrament, and that all baptized  

Christians are welcome at God’s table. Please come forward to the altar to receive the  
sacrament. Non-communing children receive a blessing from the pastor. White grape juice is 

available in an individual tray.  
  

Infants and small children are welcome at worship, or the nursery is available for children  
kindergarten age and under. If you need the nursery for your child, please speak with an usher.   
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We pray for God’s comfort, strength and healing 
in the lives of the following people: Warren                 
Latislaw, Deb & Jean Hart, Deb Best, Craig                    
Satterlee, Steve, Steve Abrams, Cindy Royce, Carol 
Deller, Vicki DeMeyer, Charliece Miller, Avery 
Smith, Arlene, Leslie, Nathaniel Scott, Kim                     
Kassner, Joe Hayes, Matthew Carlson and his                
family, and the family of Denise Kantauskas.                            
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

 

Contact the Pastor  
 

In case of emergency, you may reach Pr. Chris Laughlin at the following:  
 

Cell: (989) 225-9443 
Home: (269) 532-1709 

~ Happy Anniversary!  

Electronic giving 
There’s a “donate” button on the website, and we’ve 

applied to be a non-profit on Facebook so that we 
can get a “donate” button on our Facebook page.  

Council Capsule July 2020 
 

• Revenues for the month ending 3/31/20 were 
$6,732.10 with expenses of $12,125.04 and a net 
of $(5,392.94).  Revenues for the month ending 
4/30/20 were $17,148.47 with expenses of 
$8,571.66 and a net of $8,576.81.  Revenues for 
the month ending 5/31/20 were $7,608.48 with 
expenses of $9,066.74 and a net of $(1,458.26).  
Revenues for the month ending 6/30/20 were 
$14,006.26 with expenses of $8,680.24 and a net 
of $5,326.02.  Revenues for the year are 
$55,641.67 and expenses for the year are 
$62,975.56 with a net for the year of 
($7,333.89).  It should be noted that this deficit 
in current net does not reflect the on-going                  
expenses for the parsonage renovation. 

• Council gave official approval to provide the 
parsonage housing for Pastor Chris and his 
spouse with a target move-in date of August 1, 
but no later than August 31, 2020.  

• The next Church Council meeting will be after 
church service on Sunday, August 9, 2020. 

John and Kristy Ambrosen  08/05 

Mark & April Hostetler  08/14 

2020 Census 
 
How's your town doing completing the 
#2020Census? The percentages of households by 
town that have completed the census as of 7/16 are 
listed below.  
     There is also a diagram of our county to view the 
self-response rates of areas across our county (The             
lighter the color blue, the lower the areas’ self                  
response rate is).  
     Census Bureau workers begin traveling door to 
door starting August 11 to help households complete 
their Census. Take a few minutes to complete your 
census now to avoid that knock at your door! 
     Remember, every 100 people counted in the               
census represents $2 million dollars that comes back 
to our community in federal funding for supportive                   
programs over the next decade. Keep our tax dollars 
here– tell your friends and family to complete their 
census online at www.2020.census.gov or by calling 
844-330-2020.  

Burr Oak 69.6. %                     Mendon 66.7 %                      
Centreville 62.9%                    Sturgis 66.2.5 %                                                           
Colon 60.9 %                           Three Rivers 67.8 % 
Constantine 62.9 %                  White Pigeon 66.9 %                                    
 

Soup Kitchen 
The Constantine Community Soup Kitchen will start 
again in September! Messiah’s first day to serve will 
be Monday, 21 September. All service will be             
curb-side, and volunteers will bring the food out to 
people who wish to eat. 

Eddie Walker  08/14 

Glen Carlson  08/15 

Gayle Kern               08/17 

Mike Eley  08/18 

John Ambrosen  08/21 

Ashlynn Michalek  08/23 

Jeff Blough  08/31 

Noah Harrison  08/31 
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Adult Sunday School  
Cancelled  

Until further notice.                                

 

Women of ELCA  
August 11th meeting                 

cancelled 
 
 

In-person schedule  
 
As the State of Michigan slowly reopens, I will begin 
to expand my in-person schedule as well. My clergy 
colleagues have resumed our in-person Thursday 
morning meetings, so I will plan to be in the office on 
Mondays and Wednesdays from 10am – 1pm and               
Thursdays after my breakfast meeting. 

Holy Communion 
Upon further consideration and with input from 
members, I have decided to offer Holy Communion 
on the first Sunday of each and festivals (like                 
Reformation Sunday). We will continue to use the 
individual servings of communion.                                                                             
                             SDG,  
                                      Pr. Chris  

*New Worship Update* 

Going forward, we’re going to hold worship outdoors on our “front lawn” as long as there’s no rain and the 
temperature is above 60 degrees.  Please be patient as we’ll still be figuring out logistical issues, but I’m kind 
of excited about it.  
 
We will have approximately 50 folding chairs (thanks to Dale and Sally Stuby) . If you have your own lawn/
beach/folding chair, we invite you to bring it; however, if you don’t want to haul it or you don’t have one, 
you’re welcome to use one of the 20 that will be set up by 9am. When we worship inside, there will be no 
communal singing or responsive reading. Please see my pastor’s page for more information. 
 
We will still take precautions, and I want to reemphasize: If you’re feeling unwell, please stay home. If 
you’re uncomfortable in a crowd, there’s no shame in staying home. We will continue streaming our             
worship service online (yes, I should be able to do that from outside).  
 
I know it will be warm—I’ll be under three layers, the outer most of which will be black—but I’d rather not 
harm the congregation. We’ll be in the shade if at all possible.  
If this works, while I am prepared to make adjustments, we will continue with outside worship as long as 
there’s no rain.  
                                                                           SDG,  
                                                                                    Pr. Chris  

I applied to be an instructor at the US Army Chaplain 
Center and School (USACHCS, pronounced                      
“you-sacks”); they extended the offer and I                 
accepted. This is a different kind of position (IMA 
instead of TPU), so instead of being gone once a 
month, I’ll be gone 3-4 times a year for two weeks at 
a time. I will instruct junior chaplains in how to be a 
better senior chaplain. I am excited to be an instructor 
for about the next three years, and I think this will be 
better (less disruptive) for the congregation.                             
I transferred into the position in mid-June.  

 
SDG,  

                       Pr. Chris  

Pastor Travel Update 
 
Pastor Chris will attend an Army class for two weeks 
in August, but it will be from home using his                       
computer. He will be unavailable during the week, but 
he will lead worship every Sunday in August.  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.2020.census.gov%2F&data=02%7C01%7Cbrottl%40michigan.gov%7C91d6e74ff1934f0cea1108d82ce57dea%7Cd5fb7087377742ad966a892ef47225d1%7C0%7C0%7C637308711462010534&sdata=qe6m%2FUtv3D3BFzjOT9KRSiAwDXV

