
I highly recommend reading 1 Kings 18 & 19; it’s just 

great reading.  

In our story this morning, Elijah is running from Queen 

Jezebel, who he really upset when he killed the prophets of her 

god. He flees into the desert, where God sustains him until he 

can get to the holy mountain, Horeb (you know, where Moses 

got the 10 Commandments).  

Then, Elijah is told that the LORD is about to pass by, so 

he’d better be ready, and Elijah acts in faith, expecting that the 

LORD will pass by. Naturally, Elijah looked for God in a 

great wind, an earthquake, and a fire. But those weren’t God, 

they were just a great wind, an earthquake, and a fire. Which 

is interesting, because he know how God shows up, right? The 

burning bush of Exodus 3, or the smoking mountain, lightning 

and thunder of Exodus 20, or chariot of fire in 2 Kings 2, or 

the whirlwind of Job 38 – well, you get the point: God knows 

how to make an entrance.  

Instead, this time, God showed up in the sheer silence. 

Interestingly, the old translation reads “the still small voice,” 



and I knew a guy who preferred this translation, but I prefer 

sheer silence, because not only is it a sharper contrast with the 

wind, earthquake, and fire, but it also is very unusual for there 

to be no sound whatsoever. There are all kinds of noises. 

Inside my house at night, I hear all kinds of noising that I can’t 

describe except to say that my house is “settling.” And then 

there’s outside. Even when I’m up for a run at 4am, the wind 

makes noise, the birds make noise, the insects make noise – 

and in a cave, those noises were probably amplified. God 

coming in silence – instead of in a big, flashy show – like a 

pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night (Exodus 13), 

or gleaming amber, burning coals, and moving torches 

(Ezekiel 1) – is a little unexpected.  

Still, God shows up, and, in faith, Elijah goes to get his 

marching orders; he also gets his pink slip (God tells Elijah 

that Elisha will replace him), but again, in faith, Elijah just 

seems to accept that God will show up however God will 

show up, and when he’s received his instructions, he does as 

God tells him to do.  



The disciples are a little slower on the uptake. Jesus 

needed a break, and he sent them on ahead of him. (Side note: 

Jesus needs a break, Jesus observes Sabbath, and Jesus spends 

time in prayer – all themes to which we will return later.) The 

disciples get into the boat and start to the other side when the 

weather turns and they’re fighting the wind and the sea… and 

Jesus shows up.  

Now, in fairness, they’re battling for their lives. The wind 

and the sea are chaotic, and might kill them. They certainly 

weren’t expecting Jesus, and they didn’t get the warning that 

Elijah got. So, to see a human being on the water in the midst 

of a storm when you’re trying not to die is… a little 

unexpected. They think what they see is a ghost, and now 

they’re even more terrified – they have to battle the sea and a 

ghost?!?! But Jesus says, “no, really, guys, it’s me – stop 

being afraid.”  

Peter says “oh really?!?! If it’s you, give the word, and I’ll 

walk on water!” So, Jesus gives the word, and Peter starts to 

walk on the water. And in that moment, Peter’s got a choice – 



faith or fear. Faith in Jesus or fear of the world. Trust to follow 

Jesus’ command or concern for his life. At first, he seems to 

choose faith, until the fear of the storm and the sea overtake 

him. Eyes on Jesus – he’s doing the impossible. Eyes on the 

chaos around him – he begins to sink, overwhelmed by his 

own fear. Still, Jesus reaches out – not of Peter’s doing, of 

Jesus’ – and saves Peter. Notice that Jesus doesn’t punish 

Peter; he doesn’t have to – Peter is his own worst enemy, just 

as we are much quicker to punish ourselves than God is to 

punish us. Instead, Jesus puts Peter’s sorry butt back in the 

boat, and the wind and waves quiet.  

Once again, God shows up and brings peace and 

quietening, not flash and furry.  

And it’s still unexpected.  

Where do you expect God to show up? Do you expect 

God to show up in worship? Do you expect to experience God 

in the readings and in this sermon? Do you expect God to 

show up in the bread and the wine? How about on your drive 

home, on the television, at the grocery store, or even in the 



person who asks for a hand out? (We’ll come back to that one 

on Christ the King Sunday in November.) And when God does 

show up, how do you react? Fear is a normal, natural response 

to surprising ways which God can disrupt our lives – even 

when bringing peace.  

Do we even expect God to show up at all?  

Well, whether we expect Christ or not, he shows up. God 

shows up in our disappointment and our grief. Christ 

overcomes our fear and saves us in spite of ourselves. 

Sometimes it’s in the unusual sound of sheer silence, and 

sometimes it’s in the  

There are some places where God has told us he will show 

up – in the gathered community of believers, when we hear 

God’s Word, and when we participate in the sacraments he 

gave us. Christ is truly present in all those places – that’s his 

promise to us. But Christ also shows up in places we do not 

expect – and sometimes he brings a storm and sometimes he 

brings a stillness.  



And when God shows up, he gives us faith, not fear. Faith 

to face the winds and waves of life. When Christ shows up, he 

brings peace, not demanding pomp and circumstance or flashy 

displays but calm and resolve in the midst of despair. I don’t 

expect to walk on water, but I have faith that the storm will 

not last forever. I ask for the faith to keep my eyes on Jesus, 

trusting in him to show up, and looking for him where he’s 

shown up before (in the silence and storm), where he’s 

promised to be (in the Word and Sacraments) and where he 

might surprise me (in my ordinary routines of life and the 

people I encounter). Amen.  


