
Matthew 13:10-17 (quoting Isaiah 6:9-10) 
10 Then the disciples came and asked him, “Why do you speak to 

them in parables?” 11 He answered, “To you it has been given to 

know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not 

been given. 12 For to those who have, more will be given, and they 

will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even 

what they have will be taken away. 13 The reason I speak to them in 

parables is that ‘seeing they do not perceive, and hearing they do not 

listen, nor do they understand.’ 14 With them indeed is fulfilled the 

prophecy of Isaiah that says:  

‘You will indeed listen, but never understand,  

and you will indeed look, but never perceive.  
15 For this people’s heart has grown dull,  

and their ears are hard of hearing,  

and they have shut their eyes;  

so that they might not look with their eyes,  

and listen with their ears,  

and understand with their heart and turn—  

and I would heal them.’  
16 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they 

hear. 17 Truly I tell you, many prophets and righteous people longed 

to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, 

but did not hear it. 

 

Matthew 13:34-35 (quoting Psalm 78:2)  
34 Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a 

parable he told them nothing. 35 This was to fulfill what had been 

spoken through the prophet: 

“I will open my mouth to speak in parables;  

I will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the 

world.” 



Matthew 15:10-20 
10 Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and 

understand: 11 it is not what goes into the mouth that defiles a 

person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” 12 Then 

the disciples approached and said to him, “Do you know that the 

Pharisees took offense when they heard what you said?” 13 He 

answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted 

will be uprooted. 14 Let them alone; they are blind guides of the 

blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall into a 

pit.” 15 But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” 16 Then 

he said, “Are you also still without understanding? 17 Do you not 

see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes 

out into the sewer? 18 But what comes out of the mouth proceeds 

from the heart, and this is what defiles. 19 For out of the heart come 

evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, 

slander. 20 These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed 

hands does not defile.”  

 

Matthew 24:32 

NRSV: From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch 

becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. 

 

Greek: Ἀπὸ δὲ τῆς συκῆς μάθετε τὴν παραβολήν· ὅταν ἤδη ὁ 

κλάδος αὐτῆς γένηται ἁπαλὸς καὶ τὰ φύλλα ἐκφύῃ, γινώσκετε ὅτι 

ἐγγὺς τὸ θέρος· 
 
NET: Learn this parable from the fig tree: Whenever its branch 

becomes tender and puts out its leaves, you know that summer is 

near. 


