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MESSIAH LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27TH, 2020 
THE SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE PENTECOST  

Our Vision: Messiah seeks to grow as a congregation of the ELCA called by Christ, gathered by the 
gospel, and sent by the Holy Spirit into our communities to share and celebrate God's compassion 

and love. 

 

TODAY’S HYMNS 
 

*GATHERING HYMN                  

“Come Ye Disconsolate”                                                                      ELW #607 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY:                      
“Change Hy Heart O God”           ELW #801 

 
 

*SENDING HYMN:                                                                           ELW #845 
“Voices Raised to You” 

 

THIS WEEK’S EVENTS  

                  
  Sunday (09/27)   10:30am  Worship  
                        
  Thursday (10/01)   9:00am-11am         Food Pantry 
       
                     Sunday (10/04)           10:30am  Worship  
                                                              
 
                      
         
                  
                
                
             
             
                                         

We welcome all friends and visitors in the name of Jesus Christ. Each Sunday we celebrate Holy  
Communion. We believe that Christ is truly present in the sacrament, and that all baptized  

Christians are welcome at God’s table. Please come forward to the altar to receive the  
sacrament. Non-communing children receive a blessing from the pastor. White grape juice is 

available in an individual tray.  
  

Infants and small children are welcome at worship, or the nursery is available for children  
kindergarten age and under. If you need the nursery for your child, please speak with an usher.   
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We pray for God’s comfort, strength and healing 
in the lives of the following people:                                 
 
Gayle Kern, Misha Gottesman, Harold and Carole 
Seymour, Paul, Tori Menendez, Deb & Jean Hart, 
Deb Best, Steve, Steve Abrams, Janis Jones, Carol 
Deller, Vicki DeMeyer, Charliece Miller, Avery 
Smith, Shane Kline, Tony Evilsizor, and Matthew 
Carlson and his family.                                                                                  
 
Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 

Contact the Pastor  
 

In case of emergency, you may reach Pr. Chris Laughlin at the following:  
 

Cell: (989) 225-9443 
 

~ Happy Anniversary!  

Council Capsule September 2020 
• Revenues for the month ending 8/31/20 were 

$10,528.31 with expenses of $9,847.39 and a net 
of $680.92.  Revenues for the year are $81,166.73 
and expenses for the year are $83,018.97 with a 
net for the year of ($1,852.24).  It should be noted 
that this deficit in current net does not reflect the 
on-going expenses for the parsonage renovation. 

• Pastor has moved into the parsonage.  There are 
still several items to be completed at the                        
parsonage and Jody Bowersox continues to work 
with the contractor. Through September 13, 2020 
we have expended $50,270.76 for renovation. 

• We will return to indoor worship service on 
October 4, 2020.  Masks are required.   

• Council approved Pr. Chris and Deb Hart as                
authorized users of the church credit card. 

• There will be 3 open Council positions due to 
term limits at the Annual Congregation Meeting:  
Vice President, Secretary, and Resource                    
Management.   

• There will be a Special Congregational                
Meeting on Sunday, November 08, 2020 for the 
sole purpose of approving the 2021 budget. 

• The next Council meeting will be after worship 
service on Sunday, October 11, 2020. 

Nick & Sally Cook  09/13 

Dale and Sally Stuby  09/18 

Phil and Pat Portinga  09/19 

Tom and Cindie Rockwell  09/23 

Adult Sunday School  
Cancelled Until further notice.                                

Soup Kitchen 
The Constantine Community Soup Kitchen has                
reopened! All service will be curb-side, and                         
volunteers will bring the food out to people who wish 
to eat. 

Mark Hostetler  09/30 

Graham McGlothlen  10/02 

Cindy Kline  10/03 

Joyce Shidaker  10/03 

Election Time 

Our next election is Tuesday, 3 November. It is your 
duty as a citizen and your vocation as a Christian 
who lives in a democracy to vote (why such strong 
language? Read my November Pastor’s Page!). You 
can get your ballots now – I know, because I’ve            
already voted. 

Electronic giving 
There’s a “donate” button on the website, and we’ve 

applied to be a non-profit on Facebook so that we 
can get a “donate” button on our Facebook page.  

Thank You! 
 

Special thanks to Thom and Keith for building us 
new barriers in the sanctuary to help keep us safe!  

Congregational Meeting 

The congregational council has set a special                       
congregational meeting to discuss and vote on the 
budget for 2021. The meeting will be on 8                          
November following worship. This announcement 
will be in the October newsletters, which will serve 
as your official notice. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
The chanted version of the Lord’s Prayer is very old 
– but ours comes from the LBW (the old green 
book). The Apostles Creed is set to the tune 
“Thaxted,” which was written by Holst and is part of 
the “Jupiter” movement of his “Of the Planets”; the 
words are Luther’s explanation of the Creed from the 
Small Catechism, set to the tune by my friend,                  
colleague, and seminary classmate, Micah Garnett 
(who is an ELCA pastor in Illinois).  

Holy Communion 
 
We will use the individual wafer & juice cups until 
we run out of them; then we will move to a better 
system. Please note: the wafer and the juice are              
separated by an extra layer of lid. I will try to                     
remember to give you more time to open them.                                                          
 SDG,  
          Pr. Chris  

*New Worship Update* 

As the weather changes, council has voted that worship will return inside the building on Sunday, 4 October.  
 
Worship will look different inside than it does outside. Because singing and responsive readings spread              
aerosol particles in the air, I’ve eliminated all congregational responses.  
 
Keith will sing the hymns. I will sing the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles Creed. Perhaps by the time this is 
over you’ll be so used to hearing them that you’ll be able to sing along.  
 
Just because you’re not saying them out loud doesn’t mean that you can’t say them in your heart. In fact, I 
encourage you to pray and confess as I do so or your behalf.  
 
We will continue to receive Holy Communion on the first Sunday of the month and festivals (Reformation, 
All Saints, and Christ the King Sundays). We will use the single-serve communion cups until we run out, at 
which time I will institute new, easier way to receive the sacrament.  
 
I don’t like any of this— in fact, I hate it all (especially “McJesus”). But it won’t last forever. We will return 
to a much more “normal” worship service once it’s safe.  
   SDG,  
    Pr. Chris  

Huge Thank You! 
 
Pastors Chris and Rachel would like to thank                      
everyone who helped move the stuff out of the UHaul 
truck into the parsonage, including:  
Sue Outman  
Cole & Cassidy Walker 
Eddie & Linda Walker  
Evyn Bojanich  
Greg Bojanich  
Wally Hekter  
 
We would also like to thank Dale & Sally Stuby for 
taking care of our three cats for two days.  

Worship update 
 
We will return to worship inside the building on the 
first Sunday of October (the 4th). Worship will look 
different. This will not last forever.  


