
Jesus’ disciples have been through a lot. And they’ve been bewildered 

through most of it.  

 

They’re called by Jesus out of their work-a-day world into being his 

disciples. Disciple is really just a fancy name for “student,” but in their 

day that meant following their teacher around while he taught other 

people, and in his case, healed the sick, cast out demons, and raised the 

dead.  

 

Jesus is always getting in trouble with the people in charge, and we know 

that the people in charge are also watching and commenting on Jesus’ 

disciples, because his students are a reflection on him.  

 

The disciples head with Jesus to Jerusalem, and then watch him get 

handed over to death. Then – surprise! – he’s not dead, but he’s been 

raised.  

 

Then there’s forty more days of teaching, before suddenly he says he 

ascends into heaven with the promise’s going away and that he’ll send the 

Holy Spirit to them, they’ll receive power, and then they’ll be his 

witnesses.  

 

They watch Jesus ascend into heaven, and two guys say “why are you 

looking up? He’ll be back.”  

 

Usually, I’m the first guy to throw the disciples under the proverbial bus, 

but this time, I’m on their side. Living, dead, living, and then gone.  

 

But Jesus promises not leave them to their own devices.  

 

Jesus will actually show back up several times in Acts. He shows up 

directly to Stephen, who sees Jesus just before he dies. Jesus speaks 

directly to Saul, whom he will turn from persecutor to evangelist. Jesus 

speaks directly to Peter and Ananias and … well, you get the point.  



 

So Jesus himself does not leave us alone.  

 

Jesus gives us each other, just as the disciples have each other. Jesus gives 

us our congregation, our brothers and sisters in Christ in Saint Joe county 

and around the world, and Jesus gives us folks like the bishop.  

 

Jesus sends new and different people into our lives, just as Jesus claims 

Paul. Ponder this for a moment: Jesus takes an ardent persecutor of the 

Church and turns him into an ardent witness for the Church. Paul travels 

the known world telling people about Jesus, founds congregations, and 

writes half the New Testament.  

 

Jesus sends us EMTs and nurses and doctors – some who know Jesus, and 

some who don’t – to help people struggling with COVID and other 

diseases (people are still falling ill with non-COVID issues). I have three 

cousins and two friends who either just gave birth or are getting ready to 

give birth – it’s a rough time to be parents. I am also reminded of the 

stories of nurses holding up electronic devises so that family members can 

be together in some way, even when they can’t visit the hospital rooms in 

person.  

 

But Jesus also promises us the Holy Spirit – we’ll talk more about the 

Holy Spirit next week… 

 

I sympathize with the disciple’s confusion. I understand the fear people 

feel now. Jesus is not physically with us now.  

 

But he has not left us alone.  

 

Amen.  


