
We’re fairly certain that the author of Luke is also the author of Acts (though he never claims that his name is Luke).  

 

Luke 1:1-4: 

Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled 

among us, just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants 

of the word, I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly 

account for you, most excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the truth concerning the things about which 

you have been instructed.  

 

Excursus: I find it interesting that the author (whom I shall call Luke both in deference to Tradition and because I 

don’t know what else to call him) not only does not claim to be an eyewitness goes on to say that he’s done his 

research (thereby specifically informing us that he’s not an eyewitness).  

 

Acts 1:1-2:  

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning until the 

day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he 

had chosen. 

 

Our topic for this Sunday is the Ascension, but we need to back up a bit to explain the timeline:  

 

Modern Jews and Jews in Jesus day celebrated and still celebrate the Passover, the tenth and final plague when the 

Israelites were liberated from slavery in Egypt:  

 

 Exodus 12:23-27b: 

For the LORD will pass through to strike down the Egyptians; when he sees the blood on the lintel and 

on the two doorposts, the LORD will pass over that door and will not allow the destroyer to enter your houses 

to strike you down. You shall observe this rite as a perpetual ordinance for you and your children.  When 

you come to the land that the LORD will give you, as he has promised, you shall keep this observance. And 

when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean by this observance?’ you shall say, ‘It is the passover 

sacrifice to the LORD, for he passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt, when he struck down the 

Egyptians but spared our houses.’ ” 

 

The Passover celebration was why Jews had gathered in Jerusalem when Jesus was crucified. On the third day, Jesus 

rose from the grave – that’s why we celebrate Easter. Now, we continue in the Book of Acts:  

 

Acts 1:3-11:  

After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 

during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to 

leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard 

from me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now.”  

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 

kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set by his 

own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 

witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he had said this, as 

they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they 

were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of Galilee, 

why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will 

come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”  

 

This was 40 days after Easter. Since Easter is always on a Sunday, Ascension Day is always on a Thursday. 

 

Here the disciples receive two promises: that they will receive the Holy Spirit and that Christ will return (some day – 

he’s not at all clear about when).  


